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Abstract
The modern teaching portfolio concept has been around for 20-30 years, popularized in the US through projects run by the
now-defunct American Association of Higher Education. There has never been any consensus reached, however, on the assembly and
use of teaching portfolios, regardless of how ubiquitous they are.
In this session, I will look at teaching statements and portfolios as a simple and practical problem to solve, and one that can rely on
existing faculty skills rather than trying to invent new ones. In short, a teaching statement (I avoid the term ‘philosophy’) is a
discipline-centered argument about one’s instructional practices. As with any other professional argument, the statement ought to start
with a claim (a thesis) and follow with a coherent text that provides evidence to warrant the claim. The writer needs to keep the reader
in mind, particularly in anticipating what the reader will anticipate based on the claim(s) that are made.
A teaching statement can form the foundation for a portfolio, where the artifacts constitute some of the actual evidence described in
the statement. The narrative needs to be consistent and coherent, leading the reader from point to point. In assembling portfolios for
awards competitions, writers need to identify ideas and practices that set them apart (signature pedagogies) and to provide information
that readers immediately want to adopt, adapt, or at least tell someone about.
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